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From the misty valleys of Magoebaskloof to the roaring dunes of the Kalahari,

these 25 lesser-known destinations will transform your next South African adventure.
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WESTERN CAPE

Beyond Cape Town and the Garden Route

1. Arniston (Waenhuiskrans)

A 200-year-old fishing village with whitewashed cottages, turquoise waters, and the heritage-listed Kassiesbaai
settlement - where homes were originally built from wooden crates that washed ashore from shipwrecks.

2. Paternoster

One of the oldest fishing villages on the West Coast, with lime-washed cottages facing the Atlantic, empty white-sand
beaches, and Wolfgat - a restaurant built into a beach cave named the world's best in 2019.

3. Yzerfontein

A sleepy coastal hamlet just 90 minutes from Cape Town, home to 16 Mile Beach - one of South Africa's longest
unbroken stretches of sand where you can walk for hours without seeing another soul.

4. Cederberg Wilderness Area

A rugged mountain wilderness famous for the Maltese Cross rock formation, ancient San rock art dating back thousands
of years, and some of the clearest night skies in Africa for stargazing.

5. Kleinmond

Tucked along the Whale Coast, this quiet town offers wild horses roaming the Botrivier Estuary, pristine tidal pools, and
fynbos-covered coastal walks without the Hermanus crowds.
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EASTERN CAPE & WILD COAST

Africa's Last Untouched Coastline

6. Bulungula

A community-run eco-lodge on a remote stretch of the Wild Coast where travellers immerse themselves in traditional
Xhosa village life - named 'Pick of the Wild Coast' by Lonely Planet.

7. Mkambati Nature Reserve

A 7,720-hectare coastal reserve where Horseshoe Falls plunges directly into the Indian Ocean, home to the extremely
rare Mkambati palm found nowhere else on Earth.

8. Baviaanskloof Wilderness

A UNESCO World Heritage Site known as the 'Valley of Baboons," spanning 300,000 hectares with seven of South
Africa's eight biomes and a 200km gravel pass through dramatic mountain gorges.

9. Haga Haga

A tiny coastal settlement where deserted beaches, rock pools, and a river lagoon offer the kind of solitude that busier
Wild Coast stops can no longer guarantee.

10. Port St Johns

Flanked by towering sandstone cliffs called 'The Gates,' this bohemian river-mouth town on the Umzimvubu River offers
Second Beach, consistently rated among Africa's most beautiful.
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KWAZULU-NATAL

Beyond Durban and the Drakensberg Resorts

11. Kosi Bay

A chain of four interlinked lakes near Mozambique, where the estuary mouth harbours 'Aquarium Reef' - one of South
Africa's finest snorkelling spots with coral and tropical fish in knee-deep water.

12. Wakkerstroom

A tiny 19th-century village and one of Africa's premier birding destinations, drawing twitchers from around the world to
wetlands where over 300 bird species have been recorded.

13. Nambiti Private Game Reserve
A malaria-free Big Five reserve in the KZN Midlands, largely unknown to international visitors, offering private safari
experiences at a fraction of Kruger's costs.

14. Oribi Gorge

A 24-kilometre canyon with 400-metre sandstone cliffs, lush subtropical forest, and a 111-metre bungee swing - one of
the world's highest - yet a fraction of the Drakensberg's visitors.

15. Midlands Meander

A scenic route linking over 200 artisanal studios, craft breweries, cheese farms, and boutique guesthouses through
rolling farmland between Pietermaritzburg and the Drakensberg.
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MPUMALANGA & LIMPOPO

Beyond Kruger Park

16. Barberton Makhonjwa Geotrail

A UNESCO World Heritage Site containing rocks dating back 3.6 billion years - the oldest and best-preserved volcanic
sequence on Earth, with visible fossilised evidence of the planet's first life.

17. Dullstroom

South Africa's highest town at 2,076m, home to world-class fly-fishing, the Southern Hemisphere's largest whisky
collection, and the only place where all three endangered crane species can be seen together.

18. Magoebaskloof

Known as 'The Land of the Silver Mist," lush valleys draped in indigenous forest with thundering Debengeni Falls,
canopy walks, and mountain tubing on the Great Letaba River.

19. Mapungubwe National Park

A UNESCO World Heritage Site preserving the ruins of a sophisticated African kingdom that traded gold and ivory with
China and India a thousand years ago, at the confluence of three countries.

20. Sabie Waterfall Route

A forest-fringed driving route connecting eight waterfalls in quick succession - including Lone Creek, Bridal Veil, and the
68-metre Lisbon Falls - yet most safari-bound tourists drive past without stopping.
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NORTHERN CAPE & FREE STATE

The Vast Interior

21. Nieuwoudtville

The officially recognised 'Bulb Capital of the World," with up to 25,000 flowering bulbs per square metre, over 1,350 plant
species, and a quiver tree forest - spectacular in August-September.

22. Witsand Kalahari Nature Reserve

Home to South Africa's 'roaring dunes' - towering white sand dunes that emit an eerie rumbling sound when disturbed,
set against the red Kalahari landscape with the darkest night skies in the country.

23. Clarens

Called the 'Jewel of the Eastern Free State,' a sandstone village below the Maluti Mountains with art galleries, craft beer
breweries, and the gateway to Golden Gate Highlands National Park.

24. Richtersveld National Park

A rugged mountain desert along the Orange River, requiring 4x4 access, where the Nama people still practise
semi-nomadic pastoralism - the only community-owned national park in South Africa.

25. Augrabies Falls National Park

The Orange River thunders 60 metres into a granite gorge surrounded by moonscape terrain, kokerboom trees, and
klipspringer antelope - yet receives a tiny fraction of Victoria Falls' visitors.
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Want More South Africa?

Join thousands of South Africa lovers who get our free weekly newsletter.
Braai secrets, hidden gems, local stories, and travel tips
you won't find anywhere else.

Subscribe Free at lovetovisitsouthafrica.substack.com

Also discover our Ireland and Scotland newsletters:
loveireland.substack.com | lovescotland.substack.com
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